Infants were seen at birth, and again at 1, 2, 3, and 6 months. Weight was measured with an Avery beam balance (to the nearest 10 g), length with a neonatometer (Davies and Holding, 1972) , and occipito frontal circumference with a steel tape (to the nearest 1 mm). Skinfold thickness was estimated using a Harpenden caliper (Tanner and Whitehouse, 1975) at subscapular and triceps sites. The measurements at each site were combined for analysis. All measurements, except birthweight, were made with the same set of instruments by one observer.
The mothers were advised to feed their infants ad libitum but to avoid weaning until at least 4 months of age. Breast-fed infants were excluded if given more than the occasional bottle feed. All the mothers were given specifically designed forms on which to record information about feeds once every 14 days.
Statistical analysis of difference between means was by Student's t test. The skinfold measurements were subjected to a log transformation (Tanner and Whitehouse, 1975) before t testing.
Results
Growth data (Table 2 ). There was no significant difference between the groups at birth.
The weekly weight gains of the 4 groups were similar for the 4 age intervals, apart from a significantly greater velocity between 2 and 3 months for group A and group D infants. When the weight velocity for the interval 0 to 3 months was calculated no significant difference was found between the mean weight gains of the 4 groups.
The mean crown-heel length velocities showed no significant difference either for each one-month interval from birth to 3 months or for the whole period, and the same uniformity in head growth (OFC) was found.
The increments in skinfold showed a pattern similar to the changes in weight, group A infants making the most rapid gain in the first month but groups B, C, and D infants making an acceleration by the 3rd month.
Milk intake ( 9-86±0-93 8-1 ±0-58 6-83±0-72 least for group C, and intermediate for group D, although only at 3 months did a significant difference exist.
Discussion
Breast-fed infants are usually thought to gain less weight than bottle-fed infants (Fomon et al., 1971) . However, in this study, weight velocities were similar in the breast-and in the 3 different bottle-fed groups. An earlier study of infants in South Wales found a much greater weight gain, 230 to 279 g per week, from birth to 3 months (Davies et al., 1977) . However, the infants in this study, unlike those studied by Davies et al., were not given solids and were fed either by breast or on a modified lowsolute formula which may account for the differences.
Although the differences were small, it is interesting to note that the breast-fed infants made the most rapid gain during the 1st month but the least during the 3rd month, for both weight gain and skinfold thickness.
Formulae The infants in this study were fed ad libitum but if a rigid rule of 150 ml/gk had been adhered to it seems likely that a suboptimal weight gain and hungry infants would have resulted, or the mothers resorted to the use of solids.
Summary
The growth of 94 normal term infants was studied from birth to 6 months. 33 infants were breast fed and the others randomly allocated to one of 3 bottle feeds-Cow and Gate V formula, Baby Milk Plus, and Premium. The weight, length, and head growth velocities were similar in all 4 groups. The infants fed Cow and Gate V formula consumed a larger volume of feed at 3 months than the infants fed the 2 other formulae despite a slower weight gain. It is suggested that this is related to loss of calories in unabsorbed fat. The weight gains of all 4 groups in this study were considerably less than infants fed unmodified milks and early solids, studied in the same region several years earlier.
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